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Urban Forests – A shared responsibility 

The Canadian Forest Service of Natural 
Resources Canada (NRCan-CFS) is one of 
many urban forest partners: 
 Federal Government 
 Provincial & Territorial Governments 
 Municipal Forestry Departments 
 Universities 
 Private Landowners 
 Corporate Social Responsibility / Foundations 
 Environmental Non-Governmental Organization 
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… and will continue to engage with 
Canadians who live in urban areas.  

NRCan-CFS will also work to better 
connect with Canadians who live in 
urban communities. The quality of 

life for those Canadians depends, in 
part, on a healthy environment that 
includes urban forests. NRCan-CFS is 
increasingly providing science and 

policy leadership on matters relevant 
to urban forests across the country.  

 
Growth and Innovation: Rooted in Sustainable Forests 
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NRCan-CFS Approach to Forest Science: 
 A “one forest” approach, which includes urban forests. 

 

 Focus is on delivering science-based solutions that 
address strategic issues, including forest invasive alien 
species and urban forests – typically the point of arrival 
for exotic forest pests. 

 Species-specific molecular tools  
 Risk analysis 
 Research-based relationships with municipal 

foresters  

 Taxonomic expertise 
 Survey and detection tools 
 Biological controls 
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NRCan-CFS Urban Forestry Contribution: 
 Investment in science supporting the Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency response to the Asian longhorned 
beetle and other high-risk forest invasive pests 

 Development of emerald ash borer (EAB) detection and 
control tools, applied across North America 

 Negotiation of protocols and leading the EAB biocontrol 
release project in the Greater Toronto Area 

 Revision of the popular and widely recognized Plant 
Hardiness Zones map 

 Policy and science leadership in the creation of the 
Firesmart® program 
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Forest Pest and Wildfire Tools  
 Tools and Solutions: NRCan-CFS scientists developed and 

worked collaboratively with BioForest Technologies Inc. to 
commercialize the botanical insecticide “TreeAzin” to protect ash 
trees against the EAB. Active ingredient  
 

 Molecular tools: NRCan-CFS has and continues to develop pest-
specific pheromone lures – a biologically-based approach for 
creating effective invasive pest lures and traps.  
 

 Genomics: Ongoing identification and analysis of genes critical to 
controlling invasive longhorned beetles and plant pathogens.   
 

 Fire: Fire research conducted by NRCan-CFS scientists provides 
the foundation for various fire management information systems and 
technologies, such as: Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating System; 
Canadian Wildland Fire Information System; and FireSmart. 
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NRCan-CFS Urban Forestry  …Going 
Forward: 

Going forward, NRCan-CFS will continue to play a 
convenor role as Canada’s national forest agency, 

encouraging information exchange and 
collaboration with communities, organizations and 

dedicated urban forestry agencies, while 
maintaining communication of our science and 

research activities that impact urban forests. 
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Thank You 
 

Questions / Comments? 
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